Denmark Arts’ 2011 Brave New Works#18 community arts festival drew its inspiration from the theme of ‘Intersections’. The aim of the theme was to express what we see is the festival’s role in the Denmark community – an intersection where diverse components of the community meet and share.  It was also about giving people the opportunity to see that there are many different views, opinions and ways people deal with particular issues. And it wasn’t just about humans intersecting, but also about interactions with nature, technology, and architecture in surprising ways

This year Brave New Works continued to expand its participant and audience numbers. Two hundred and twenty six community members participated in workshops and were integral in the final presentations of 15 projects. Audiences of over 3000 people attended these various events. One of the strengths of this year’s festival was not only in the diversity and richness of the projects but in the support given by the 14 local businesses, organizations and interest groups. 

The festival was developed and created by a sub committee of 6 supported by the Festival Director. This year 15 projects were developed and presented at the festival. Fourteen project coordinators along with forty two local and eight visiting artists were employed to create and deliver this extraordinary programme of events.

The festival’s main centre this year was the Lodge at the old hospital site. This was generously given by the shire and the building was the home for music, exhibitions, food, wine and lots of intersecting between festival activities.

Funded through: Healthway ACT BELONG COMMIT, Lotterywest, epartment of Culture and the Arts, Festivals Australia, Country Arts WA, Shire of Denmark,Water Corporation, Ausdance WA Future Moves. 

In Partnership with: Palmerston Association, Denmark Community Collective, The Denmark Youth Centre, Tea House Books, Green Skills, Wanganining Koorts.

Local support from:  Spot Newsagency, Denmark Bulletin, Black Duck Café, Café 8, River Bistro, CWA, Historical Society, Agricultural College, Denmark Highschool, Steiner School, Denmark Primary School.

Festival Director: Jo Smith

Support Team: Andy Ducker, Adie McDermott, Jessie McIver, Donald Clarke, Theva Indrasenan, Teresa Thornell, Todd Jackson, Jeremy Hicks, Cathy Fotios.

Programme Design: Kate Gillett, Nic Duncan (ArtyCool)
WELCOME TO COUNTRY

A new local Indigenous women’s dance group was developed between Denmark and Albany women. The group is now called “Curingya Koorts Ken Waabiny”. Dance workshops with Perth based Noongar dancer Karla Hart and local choreographer Annette Carmichael built the skills of the group and this was supported by cultural outings and a camp with local female elders. In collaboration with Joe Williams the group presented an intimate and inspiring performance under the trees of the Railway Reserve lit entirely by fire. Five local male and female elders were present to welcome the community and support the continuation of the events. Shire President Ross Thornton officially opened the festival
Supported by Department of Culture and the Arts’ Indigenous Development fund
Project Coordinator: Gillian Woods

Partner Organisation: Wanganining Koorts Indigenous Performing Arts Programme

BRING A PLATE

A community art exhibition which invited people to put on a plate how they felt about, came to be at, wanted to be in this place. Many groups and schools participated in this exhibition which was hosted by the Denmark Visitors Centre. Adrian Baer (Denmark Arts Chairperson) welcomed everyone and Justine Nagorski (Visitors Centre CEO) opened the exhibition. This was a beautifully curated exhibition and reflected many aspects of people’s relationships to this shire.

Project Coordinator: Andy Ducker

Curator: Great Southern Institute of Technology Arts Administration Students
TRAIL IN A ROOM

Trail in a Room’ was a sound and light installation which represented the Kwoorabup (Denmark) River. The installation was a gathering together of recorded sounds & stories, video/still imagery, and raw materials and installed in small room at the Lodge. Over the weekend the installation looped and people could come and go and relax in armchair comfort to emerse themselves in the river.

Artists: Andy Ducker & Michael Hemmings
EXHIBITIONS AT THE LODGE

Transition Lounge:
this was created by Transition Towns and was an exhibition of works from the Denmark Primary School and a documentary “Seeds of Change”.  Sitting on giant pumpkins the documentary took people through the process of thinking about life without cheap oil or imported foods.

Centenary Celebrations:
this was an exhibition of historical photos to bring people’s attention to the centenary celebration of Denmark. Created by the Centenary Celebrations Working Group.

Mill Art Group:
this is a group of diverse artists who regularly exhibit around Denmark supporting and promoting each other’s art and craft. Two rooms were filled with colour and diversity.

COLLUSION

This was a modern showcase of hybrid electronic underground music with accompanying stimulating visual projections. Homegrown producers mixed it up with Perth based new media artists Fur Chick and Energeia, to create an eclectic mix of soundscapes. This attracted a young audience of musicians to explore and experiment.

Coordinators: Jemma Peters and Jeremy Hicks
WOMAN IN A WINDOW

Tea House Books installed a woman (Linda Bradbury) in their shop window with the mission of answering any questions people wished to post her. Many questions were written about all sorts of issues from the inane to the sublime. Linda wrote a response to every question and posted them on her side of the window. Large crowds attended to this window all day long.

Coordinator: Melissa Thompson

Partnership and funding: Tea House Books
TRISH TELLS TALES

This was an evening of local cheeses, wines and histories at the Tea House Books. In the mix was a discussion on how to research and write oral histories from Perth based writer Trish Robinson. And was followed by a conversation with Valeska Wood about the production of her new documentary “Bloody Hippies”.

Coordinator: Melissa Thompson

Partnership and funding: Tea House Books
ESPRESSO POETS

Over the weekend five poets were located in five different cafes over the weekend and with a pile of festival postcards were ready to write people’s experiences into poetic verse. While the numbers attending this activity were not high the project drew a large amount of interest and discussion.

Coordinators: Melissa Thompson & Libby Corson

Partnership: Tea House Books
FREEWHEELING

This was a composite project with several stakeholders and partner organizations. The focus of FreeWheeling was on the issues around homelessness in the Great Southern. The following are the activities carried out under this banner:

Funded by Festivals Australia

FreeWheeling Gallery – six roving galleries. All exhibitions referenced the theme of Homelessness and all were on wheels – shopping trolleys, trolley, pram. These appeared regularly on the streets and when tired were placed in a temporary ‘gallery’ room at the Old Lodge.

Concept by: Andy Ducker

Artists: Andy Ducker, Valeska Wood, Liz Jack, Nikki Green, David McKenzie, Fran Cassidy 

Sofa Conversations – Two sofa settings were installed as places where people could sit and talk and read about experiences of homelessness. One setting was painted, sewn and written on and placed in a quiet corner off the street. The second was at the main intersection in town and was the site were local street theatre group performed their responses.

Concept by Andy Ducker

In partnership with Palmerston

Artists: Hazel Moon & Hairball

Couch Surfing Race – This was a fun and engaging response to the homeless theme developed by young people who access the local youth centre – Tha House. A series of workshops were held at the centre on weekends and as a part of a holiday programme. They were involved in engineering and painting the machines and test running them. The race was held at the bottom of the old hospital and attracted many passersby. Any one was able to put there names down and participate in the races.

In Partnership with The Denmark Youth Centre

Coordinator and Artist: Todd Jackson

Soupie – a re-introduction of the historic soup kitchen was held at the Festival Centre. This was a feast of locally produced foods cooked into a sumptuous meal by talented local chefs and kitchen impresarios. This was the stomach of the festival keeping people nourished in a comfortable and welcoming environment.

In Partnership with the Denmark Community Collective

Coordinator: Hazel Moon

Impressions on the paper; Ghost through my faded mind – This was a small community dance work using dancers from Albany and Denmark. It dealt directly with the difficult issues of homelessness and how people are made outcast and demonized. It was performed as an installation within the corridors of the lodge spilling outside under the hills hoist and in a room filled with projection. 

Created with the support of Ausdance WA’s Future Landings project

Choreographer: Symantha Parr

Performers: Sonia, Beena, Annette, Symantha

ON YA BIKE

Visual and sound artists collaborated to create almost rideable trolley sculptures which were used as a part of the parade and offered to visitors for joy rides during the market day. Three different bike refurbishment centres were set up and the community invited to bring their bikes and get them decorated into a special festive bike. 

Coordinator: James Gentle

Artists: Junk Funktion

FREEWHEELING PARADE

This was a street parade pulling together all of the components of FreeWheeling and On Ya Bike. It followed on from the end of the Couch Surfing race. The Junk Funktion led the colourful crowd down to the river and back up to the Supa IGA underground car park for a quick funk down before continuing on up to the Old Lodge where they continued their high energy performance with guest dancers and musicians joining in.

Coordinator: Festival
WILD CONVERSATIONS

This was a large multi-media dance performance held on Saturday night at the Civic Centre. It used a cast of thirty-two locals – dancers, musicians and visual artists – and was a large community undertaking over six months. At the performance the audience found themselves immersed in a show requiring them to move around, and at times be moved, to follow the emotional narrative of loss and transformation. As the final scene erupted into a party, so too the audience found themselves whirled into the vibrancy of a dance party.

Sponsored by AusdanceWA’s Future Landings project.

Choreographer/Director: Nari Lees

Mentor: Jacob Lehrer

Visual artists: ololo

Director of Music: David Rastrick

A SLICE OF DENMARK – the festival finale

This was a musical celebration of the immense and varied talent in Denmark with everything from acoustic ballads to electronic dance. It was also the launch of the same named CD “A slice of Denmark”. It was Held at the Civic Centre in an informal lounge type setting it was a relaxed ending to the festival.

Coordinator: David Rastrick

